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Explore
Scotland’s Heritage

Edinburgh and the
Turbulent Borders

The itineraries suggested

overleaf are colour coded

and are shown on the

map. They can be done as

round tours for 3 or 7

days. Alternatively you can

plan your own route round

Scotland using the map. 

Our staff at all our sites 

will be more than happy 

to help with advice 

and suggestions. 

Other Historic Scotland

properties not included on

the suggested itineraries

are shown in red.   

Loch Ness and 
Whisky Country

Castles and Abbeys 
of Central Scotland

Stirling, Glasgow and 
the West Coast

1 Aberdour Castle and Garden R
2 Arbroath Abbey
3 Argyll’s Lodging
4 Balvenie Castle
5 Bishop’s and Earl’s Palaces, Kirkwall
6 Black House, Arnol
7 Blackness Castle 
8 Bonawe Historic Iron Furnace
9 Bothwell Castle, Uddingston 

10 Brough of Birsay
11 Broch of Gurness
12 Caerlaverock Castle  R
13 Cairnpapple Hill 
14 Calanais Standing Stones and Visitor Centre
15 Cardoness Castle 
16 Castle Campbell and Garden  R
17 Corgarff Castle
18 Craigmillar Castle 
19 Craignethan Castle 
20 Crichton Castle  
21 Crossraguel Abbey 
22 Dallas Dhu Historic Distillery
23 Dirleton Castle and Gardens 
24 Doune Castle
25 Dryburgh Abbey 
26 Duff House
27 Dumbarton Castle 
28 Dundonald Castle 
29 Dundrennan Abbey 
30 Dunfermline Abbey and Palace 
31 Dunstaffnage Castle and Chapel
32 Edinburgh Castle  R
33 Edzell Castle and Garden
34 Elcho Castle
35 Elgin Cathedral
36 Fort George R
37 Glasgow Cathedral 
38 Glenluce Abbey 
39 Hackness Martello Tower and Battery
40 Hermitage Castle 
41 Huntingtower Castle
42 Huntly Castle
43 Inchcolm Abbey
44 Inchmahome Priory
45 Iona Abbey and Nunnery
46 Jarlshof Prehistoric and Norse Settlement
47 Jedburgh Abbey 
48 Kildrummy Castle
49 Kinnaird Head Castle Lighthouse and Museum
50 Kisimul Castle
51 Linlithgow Palace 
52 Lochleven Castle
53 MacLellan’s Castle 
54 Maeshowe
55 Meigle Sculptured Stones
56 Melrose Abbey 
57 New Abbey Corn Mill 
58 Newark Castle 
59 Rothesay Castle 
60 St Andrews Castle
61 St Andrews Cathedral
62 St Serfs Church and Dupplin Cross
63 Seton Collegiate Church 
64 Skara Brae and Skaill House  R
65 Smailholm Tower 
66 Spynie Palace
67 67 Stirling Castle  R
68 Sweetheart Abbey 
69 Tantallon Castle 
70 Threave Castle 
71 Tolquhon Castle
72 Trinity House
73 Urquhart Castle  R
74 Whithorn – Cradle of Christianity

Catering Outlets 

R Open all year

R Open summer only

R Open summer and weekends in winter



A940, 18m E of Fort George). Built
in 1898, a perfectly preserved
time capsule of the distiller's art.
The distillery provides an opportu-
nity to get close to stills, vats and
other equipment where the water
of life was once distilled. The
audio tour and video presentation
(in several languages) give an
insight into whisky production. A
free dram is included in the tour
(visit: 1.5 hours).  

Elgin Cathedral 
(in Elgin on the A96, 12m
E of Forres). Known as
the 'Lantern of the
North', this is the superb
ruin of what many say
was once Scotland's
most beautiful cathedral.
From the top of the north
west tower, there are
stunning views across
the countryside 
(visit: 45 minutes).  

Balvenie Castle
(at Dufftown on the A941, 
5m S of Elgin) sited at the
junction of Glens Fiddich and
Rinnes. Built by the Earls of
Buchan, it also belonged to
the Douglases and the Duffs
and at one time was a stylish
residence (visit: 45 minutes). 

Huntly Castle (in Huntly,
signposted from the A96, 14m
E of Dufftown) was once the home of the Gordon family and
dates from the 16th and 17th centuries.  The earliest strong-
hold on the site sheltered Robert the Bruce in the 14th century 
(visit: 45 minutes).

Tolquhon Castle, (near Ellon, 15m N of Aberdeen, on the
A920). Built for the Forbes family, Tolquhon Castle is surround-
ed by trees and has a 15th century tower. The extensive ruins
surrounding the courtyard give a good idea of how cultured a
life the Forbes family would have enjoyed 
(visit: 45 minutes).

LOCH NESS AND
WHISKY COUNTRY

Castles and whisky are famous icons of Scotland and this
itinerary includes both, as well as one of the most impres-
sive military forts in the whole of Europe. With Urquhart
Castle on Loch Ness as the starting point, you can tour
Scotland's North East, famous for its whisky and rich
farmland. 

Duration: We suggest you take 
3 days for this tour.

Urquhart Castle (2m S of
Drumnadrochit, on the A82, 17m S of
Inverness), overlooking Loch Ness.
The visitor centre tells the story of the
area, while an audio-visual presenta-
tion gives a dramatic presentation of
the Castle's history (visit: 1.5 hours). 

There is also an option of travelling
to Urquhart Castle by boat from/to
Inverness with Jacobite Cruises.  
Tel: (01463) 233999. 

Fort George (near Ardersier on the
B9006, off the A96, 11m E of Inverness). One of the most out-
standing military fortifications in Europe. Built by the British
government after the Battle of Culloden (in 1746) to subdue
the Highland population. Fort George (42 acres in size, but
with a small 'troop train' to take people round the site), it has
wonderful views over the Moray Firth, where dolphins can
often be seen (visit: 1.5 hours).  
Dallas Dhu Historic Distillery (1m S of Forres off the

Normal cost of entry - £26.20 
Saving with a 3 day Explorer Pass - £10.20



Newark Castle (in Port Glasgow on the A8, 12m E of
Wemyss Bay). Still virtually intact, this 15th century castle
was built by the Maxwell family (visit: 45 minutes).

Dumbarton Castle (on the N bank of the River Clyde, 
W of Glasgow on the A82, 15m N of Port Glasgow via the
Erskine Bridge) was the capital of the ancient kingdom of
Strathclyde. Its main features are the 19th century guns and
the view across the Firth of Clyde from the top of the tower
(visit: 45 minutes). 

Bonawe Historic Iron Furnace (near the village of
Taynuilt, off the A85, 67m NW of Dumbarton). It dates from
1753 and is the most complete charcoal-fuelled ironworks
in Britain, a gem from the Industrial Revolution 
(visit: 45 minutes). 

Dunstaffnage Castle
(3m N of Oban, off the
A85,  9m W of Bonawe) is
a fine 13th century castle
which was, for just two
nights in 1746, the prison
of Flora MacDonald, who
helped Bonnie Prince
Charlie flee after the
Battle of Culloden 
(visit: 45 minutes).

From Oban you can catch the ferry to Mull and then on to
Iona from Fionnphort.

Iona Abbey is the icon of Scottish Christianity. Founded by
St. Columba in 563AD, the restored abbey and monastic
buildings retain their spiritual atmosphere. In the graveyard
are buried kings of Scotland, Norway, Ireland and France
(visit: 2 hours).  

The ferry:   Caledonian MacBrayne sails to Bute and to Mull;
for information tel: 08705 650000

STIRLING, GLASGOW
AND THE WEST COAST 

This tour gives you the perfect mix of
the busy cosmopolitan city of
Glasgow (with its magnificent
cathedral), historic castles (includ-
ing the royal castle of Stirling), the
unique Bonawe Historic Iron
Furnace near Oban, and two islands –
beautiful Bute in the Firth of Clyde and
Iona, the world-famous icon of Christianity.

Duration: We suggest that you take 7 days for this tour.

Stirling Castle (in the centre of
Stirling, 27m NE of Glasgow),
with its medieval kitchen, Chapel
Royal, restored Great Hall and
fascinating displays on life of
bygone days, the castle is guar-
anteed to interest the whole fami-
ly. Many of Scotland's most pow-
erful monarchs lived here (visit: 2
hours).  

Bothwell Castle (at Uddingston, off the B7071, 14m SE of
Glasgow city centre). By the River Clyde, Bothwell was once
the finest 13th century stone castle in Scotland. It was fought
over in the Wars of Independence with England in the early
14th century (visit: 45 minutes).

Glasgow Cathedral (in the city signposted from the centre),
one of the most magnificent buildings of medieval Scotland
and still complete, dating from the 12th century (visit:  1 hour). 

From Wemyss Bay on the coast west of Glasgow you can
reach the Isle of Bute. Best done as a day trip to explore the
island, just 45 minutes by Caledonian MacBrayne ferry from
Wemyss Bay (32m W of Glasgow).

Rothesay Castle
(in the centre of
Rothesay). 
Dating from late
12th century, it was
twice captured by
the Vikings 
(visit: 45 minutes). 

Normal cost of entry - £26.80 
Saving with a 7 day Explorer Pass - £4.80



St. Andrews Cathedral
(in St. Andrews on the A91,
30m E of Kinross). The cas-
tle has a bottle dungeon,
mine and counter-mine. The
cathedral ruins house an
outstanding collection of
medieval sculpture.
Splendid views from the top
of St. Rule's Tower. In the
cathedral graveyard are buried Old Tom Morris and his son,
also Tom, two legendary figures in golf  (visit: 45 minutes in
each).

Arbroath Abbey (in the centre of Arbroath on the A92 N of
Dundee, 30m N of St. Andrews). Substantial ruins of a 12th
century abbey, associated with the Declaration of Arbroath in
1320. The visitor centre provides an insight into the Abbey's
history (visit: 1 hour).

Edzell Castle and Garden 
(near Edzell village, off the B966,
6m N of Brechin and 25m NW of
Arbroath). A beautiful walled gar-
den, created in 1604, with sculp-
tured stone panels and flower
boxes (unique in Britain), as well as
a medieval tower house 
(visit: 1 hour).  

Huntingtower Castle (2m W of Perth, off the A85, 58m SW
of Edzell).  Two substantial towers, built in the 15th and 16th
centuries, with fine, painted ceilings (visit: 45 minutes).

Doune Castle, (west of Stirling in Doune, off the A820, 30m
SW of Perth), a remarkably complete 14th century castle built
for Robert Stewart, virtual ruler of Scotland from 1388-1420
(visit: 45 minutes).

Inchmahome Priory (on
an island in the Lake of
Menteith, 4m E of
Aberfoyle on the A81, 13m
W of Doune).  A 13th cen-
tury Augustinian priory,
where Mary, Queen of
Scots stayed as a young
girl (visit: 1.5 hours, includ-
ing boat trip of 10 minutes
each way).

CASTLES AND ABBEYS
OF CENTRAL SCOTLAND

Central Scotland was the scene of many battles because
Stirling guarded the route to the north - the Battle of
Bannockburn and the Battle of Stirling Bridge both played
their part in Scotland's wars to gain independence from
English domination. These wars may be at an end now, but
the castles stand as reminders of more troubled times.  

Duration: We suggest that you take 7 days for this tour.

Stirling Castle (in the
centre of Stirling) ‘The
Key to the Kingdom’ tow-
ers above the surrounding
countryside and was for
centuries the home of
Scotland's monarchs. It
includes the soldiers' bar-
racks, medieval kitchen,
the Chapel Royal and the
Great Hall (visit: 2 hours).  

Argyll's Lodging (in the
centre of Stirling) an impressive 17th century townhouse, fur-
nished as it would have been in the 1680s (visit: 45 minutes). 

Linlithgow Palace (in Linlithgow, off the M9, 19m S of Stirling)
is a magnificent building, set in its own picturesque park by
Linlithgow Loch. For centuries a favourite residence of the
Stewart monarchs (visit: 1 hour).

Castle Campbell (at the head of Dollar Glen, 10m E of Stirling
on the A91) is situated in a glorious location and has a tranquil
beauty (visit: 1 hour).

Lochleven Castle 
(Loch Leven, by Kinross,
signposted from the A922,
25m E of Dollar). On a
small island in Loch
Leven, easily reached by
boat. An early 15th centu-
ry tower from which Mary,
Queen of Scots escaped
in 1568 (visit: 1.5 hours,
including boat trip of 10
minutes each way).
St. Andrews Castle and

Normal cost of entry - £36.80 
Savings with a 7 day Explorer Pass - £14.80 






